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Brazil's highest court, the Supremo Tribunal Federal (STF), on Nov. 27 revoked Paraguayan Gen.
Lino Oviedo's permission for house arrest, sending him back to a jail cell. Oviedo, who had applied
for political asylum and was fighting extradition, now says he will return to Paraguay to face the
charges against him.
The STF had granted Oviedo house arrest in early July, allowing him to leave the Military Police jail
cell that he had occupied since his arrest in June 2000. Until the new ruling, Oviedo had remained
under house arrest in a cousin's home in the elegant Lago Sul neighborhood of Brasilia. The house is
near the home of former Paraguayan dictator Alfredo Stroessner (1954-1989), who has been living in
asylum in Brazil since he was overthrown with Oviedo's help in 1989.
On Nov. 28, Paraguay's former minister of defense, Nelson Argana, said he was pleased that Oviedo
had been returned to a military prison. Argana, son of assassinated former Vice President Luis
Maria Argana, said Oviedo would be better "safeguarded" in a prison. Oviedo is accused of being
the intellectual author of Argana's assassination. Oviedo was captured in June 2000 in Foz de
Iguazu, across the river from Paraguay's Ciudad del Este (see NotiSur, 2000-06-16). He was taken
to Brasilia and has since waged a legal battle for Brazil to grant him political asylum and deny the
Paraguayan government's request for extradition. He has insisted that he would not receive a fair
trial in Paraguay and that his life would be in danger.

Oviedo's stormy history
In 1998, a military court in Paraguay found Oviedo guilty of plotting a coup against then President
Juan Carlos Wasmosy (1993-1998). He was sentenced to 10 years in prison, which forced him to
withdraw as a presidential candidate (see NotiSur, 1998-02-06, 1998-05-01). He named his friend and
political ally, Raul Cubas Grau, to take his place on the ticket. Three days after taking office, Cubas
Grau commuted Oviedo's sentence, but that decree was annulled and the sentence upheld by the
Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ). That set off a political crisis that culminated in the assassination of
Vice President Argana on March 23, 1999 (see NotiSur, 1999-03-26).
Cubas Grau, who was on the verge of being impeached for freeing Oviedo (see NotiSur, 1999-03-12),
left the country following Argana's assassination, as did Oviedo (see NotiSur, 1999-04-09). Oviedo
was accused of being the intellectual author of the assassination and of responsibility for the deaths
of eight students killed during demonstrations following Argana's death. He was also accused of
inciting an uprising in a Paraguayan military barracks in May 2000, which was suppressed (see
NotiSur, 2000-05-26).

Return would end lengthy process in Brazil
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On July 13, the Comite Nacional para os Refugiados (CONARE) in Brazil denied refugee status to
Oviedo. "The request was rejected," a spokesperson for Brazil's Justice Ministry said, following the
CONARE ruling.
On July 26, Oviedo's lawyers appealed the CONARE decision to deny the general asylum.
On Oct. 3, Justice Minister Jose Gregori upheld CONARE's rejection of Oviedo's petition for
asylum. Both Gregori and CONARE found the arguments that Oviedo's life would be in danger if
he returned to Paraguay to be without merit. That decision opened the way for the STF to resume
considerations on Paraguay's extradition request, which was tabled in June. Brazilian law stipulates
that until the Ministry of Justice rules on a request for asylum, consideration for extradition remains
suspended in the STF.
Walter Costa Pinto, one of Oviedo's lawyers, said he was confident the STF would deny the
extradition request. "I feel the mood toward the general is favorable. The errors in this extradition
request are scandalous, and it has been proved that the general is being politically persecuted."
Costa Pinto said the case against Oviedo was weak, with eight of nine people accused of
involvement in Argana's death already freed for lack of evidence.
On Oct. 9, Oviedo's lawyers filed a new appeal to block the general's extradition. Lawyer Paulo
Afonso Martins de Oliveira said the motion requested that Oviedo be questioned by the Ministry
of Justice. "The Ministry of Justice has not respected the law, which is clear and determines that the
ruling on the asylum request must follow an interview with the person requesting asylum," said the
lawyer.

Oviedo says he will return to Paraguay
Lawyer Carlos Galeano Perrone, coordinator of Oviedo's faction of the governing Asociacion
Nacional Republicana (ANR, Partido Colorado), said the STF decision to return Oviedo to jail was a
step toward Oviedo's "imminent return" to Paraguay. He said that, after the decision, Oviedo asked
his Brazilian lawyers to drop all legal efforts to allow him to remain in Brazil. "Oviedo will return in
any event," said Galeano Perrone, even if the STF rejects the Paraguayan government's extradition
request. Galeano Perrone said he was confident Oviedo would be exonerated from the charges
connected to Argana's assassination and also that his 10-year sentence would be overturned. He
said he expected Oviedo to be back in Paraguay before Christmas and after the new year to begin a
political campaign aimed at the 2003 presidential elections.
On Nov. 29, Oviedo said in a radio interview broadcast in Paraguay that he was preparing to return.
"They can get the jail ready," he said, adding that he would return even if Brazil denies Paraguay's
request for extradition. "I made the decision [to withdraw the request for asylum] to remove any
obstacles that could impede a decision on extradition," said Oviedo.
Paraguayan Attorney General Oscar Latorre said on Nov. 30 that Oviedo might get out of serving
the 10-year sentence for the coup attempt if Brazil grants extradition. Oviedo "can only be tried
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on the charges for which Paraguay has requested his extradition," said Latorre, adding that those
charges are the assassination of Argana and the deaths of the students.
But Raul Sapena Brugada, president of the CSJ in Paraguay, said on Dec. 3 that Oviedo could not
avoid serving the 10-year sentence. "The sentence cannot be challenged or modified by any appeal
for review, reconsideration, or even reversal, since it has been confirmed by the CSJ," said the
judge, who added that no legal loophole would allow Oviedo to escape the prior sentence and only
confront the later charges.

-- End --
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